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Mothers and their children, 
Nu Po refugee camp, Thailand.
Photo: UNHCR R. Arnold 2008

Karen refugee movement 
to the Thai-Burma border
The Economist, 22 March 2014.
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interactions in 
the microspace

Mothers’ Day

Blessing of the children 



‘unity dance’ practice in the hall

Bible in Sgaw

Wedding 
in the chapel



Attending a Karen birthday party and house-
church. Songbook and service is in S’gaw

Language 
exchangeBoiled chicken feet, curry, 

bamboo and pounded chili 



Karen area of a refugee camp on the 
Thai border 

Karen enjoy 
chewing betel 

(aracia nut)



‘Hobart Karen Baptist Youth Group’ 
2 Timothy 2:15 

Mother’s Day - unmarried 
girls honor mothers by 
escorting them to the stage to 
receive a flower and gift. 

Local youth blazer:

Girls in the Australian 
Karen youth costume



Mosque in Sydney 

Anthropology is not an experimental science in search of law but an interpretive one 
in search of meaning (Geertz (1973/1993: 5) 



References

Back, L. and S. Sinha (2016). "Multicultural 
Conviviality in the Midst of Racism’s Ruins." 
Journal of Intercultural Studies 37(5): 517-532.

Bird N. (2013) 'Talking with lips': settlement, 
transnationalism and identity of Karen people from 
Burma living in Brisbane, Australia. School of 
Public Health and Social Work. Queensland: QUT.

Couch J, Adonis D and MacLaren D. (2010) What 
makes a welcome? Exploring Karen refugee 
resettlement in Bendigo. ACU in partnership with 
Bendigo Friends and Mentors.

Fine GA. (2003) Towards a Peopled Ethnography: 
Developing Theory from Group Life. SAGE 
Qualitative Research Methods 4: 41-60.

Strang A and Ager A. (2010) Refugee Integration: 
Emerging Trends and Remaining Agendas. Journal 
of Refugee Studies 23: 589-607.

Vasta E. (2013) Do we need social cohesion in the 
21st century? Multiple languages of belonging in 
the metropolis. Journal of Intercultural Studies 34: 
196-213.

Wise, A. and S. Velayutham (2009) Everyday 
multiculturalism. Basinstoke, Palgrave Macmillan.

Wise, A. and S. Velayutham (2014). "Conviviality 
in everyday multiculturalism: Some brief 
comparisons between Singapore and Sydney." 
European Journal of Cultural Studies 17(4): 406-
430.

Rebekah.Brown@utas.edu.au 



Social cohesion in
religious civic space: 
the case of a multicultural church

FACULTY of ARTS 1REBEKAH BROWN





Dance practice in the church hall

Karen wedding in the chapel 
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